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Keep your eye

on the ball

The ‘gentleman’s game’ has produced some outstanding New
Zealanders and in many hearts and minds Sir Richard Hadlee is
known as one of the greatest fast bowlers of all time.
He has accepted an invitation to speak as this year’s Celebrity Speaker on Sunday,
September 15 at 2pm in the Summerfield Hall.
The world-wide respect Sir Richard Hadlee has earned as a cricketer and as an
inspirational speaker means this is an opportunity not to be missed. He draws
from his career of first class cricket spanning 20
years in which he played test cricket for 18 years.
He captured 1490 wickets at an average of 18.11
and on 102 occasions took five or more wickets
an innings. He scored over 12,000 runs with an
average of 31. He has held three bowling world
records for the most test wickets, the most test
wickets in one innings, and the most ten wicket
hauls in a match.
Sir Richard is the 4th son of Wallace Hadlee,
who captained the New Zealand team in
the 1940s. He considers one of his greatest
achievements the publication of The Skippers
Diary – a meticulous diary his father kept
throughout the 1949 tour of England. Three
of his five brothers were NZ representative
cricketers.
Known affectionately as ‘Paddles’ to his team
mates, Sir Richard’s influence in the world of
NZ cricket has been immense, not only as a
player but also as a Level 3 coach, manager
of NZ A teams, a national selector and as a
NZ Cricket board member.
In 1980 and 1986 he was named NZ
Sportsman of the Year and in 1987 he was
named Sportsman of the Decade (an honour
he held jointly with John Walker). In 2002
he was inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame and, in 1990,
he was knighted for his services to cricket.
Sir Richard has set and achieved many goals throughout his career and he has
overcome many health issues including open heart surgery in 1991, a hip and knee
replacement in 2011 and 2018, and more recently bowel and liver cancer which
required surgery and six months of chemotherapy. His witty, sincere, engaging
and motivational approach to life and its challenges continues to inspire and touch
everyone he meets.
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chatter

Chief’s

Welcome
to
our
Winter 2019 edition
of the Chatsford Chat.
There has been quite a bit
going on in our neck of
the woods since the last
‘Chat’, so there's lots of
interesting reading in this
edition.
BOWLING GREEN: After
quite a few challenges
with our initial supplier, I
am delighted that we now
have our new artificial
turf bowling green fully
operational.
We have
a number of ‘serious’
bowlers within our community and they have been full
of praise for the quality of the green and how it plays.
This has also encouraged some of our non-bowlers
to venture out and give the game a try, with plenty of
encouragement and mentoring from those who know
their draw shots from their drives.
MAKERS’ WORKSHOP: If the weather outside is not
conducive to being on the bowling green, you could
always make your way to the recently refurbished and
upgraded ‘Makers’ Workshop’.
When Chatsford was first constructed we had woodwork
and metalwork workshops and there were many who
made use of these. Over the years, however, usage
dropped off and the rooms were used more for storage
than any productive activities.

items already being produced are very impressive. As
you will see from the photos on pages 4 and 5, it is
great to have this area looking so much brighter and
being used so often.
BOLDLY BALD: In March, as part of the Shave for
A Cure campaign, seven of our wonderfully brave
residents agreed to have their heads shaved by our
hairdresser, Chris. I have huge respect and admiration
for those that took part. And what a wonderful cause,
fighting a disease that affects almost every one of us,
either directly or indirectly, at some point in our life.
You can read more about the close shaves on page 3.
FIBRE INSTALL: All but a couple of town houses and
apartments in Chatsford have now been fully connected
to the Chorus fibre network. This means that any
existing or new resident who wants to go down the
fibre path should be able to do so very quickly, with
no additional cabling required. You simply need to
contact your preferred internet service provider, pick
an internet plan and give them your address. They will
send you a wireless router to plug into the box on the
wall and you should be good to go!
As I said, this edition of the ‘Chat’ is chock full of great
reading. We have a very interesting resident profile
on former Auckland Grammar teacher and movie
enthusiast, Evan McConkey. Marie Groenendal was able
to get some recipes to us for our ‘Cooks’ Corner’ before
she headed off on a cruise. And, of course, we profile
our next exciting guest for the ‘Chatsford Speaker Series’
– Sir Richard Hadlee!

Last year, a group of residents, headed up by Jan
McEwan decided to reinvigorate these areas, first with
a really good clean-out, then with a lick of paint, some
new storage cupboards and, most importantly, a range
of new (and safer) tools and equipment.

So, grab a cuppa, put your feet up, and take a few
moments to enjoy all the good stuff on the pages that
follow.

As someone who has recently discovered the joys of
making stuff out of wood, I am pretty envious of the
tools that are now in the workshop. And some of the

Malcolm Hendry
Chatsford CEO

Until next time…
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A century

well lived

Each edition of Chatsford Chat can now be easily
accessed online. For readers who would prefer this
option to a hard copy edition, please indicate your
preference by forwarding your email contact details to:
info@chatsford.co.nz
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A real show of

empathy and courage

Chatsford residents took this year's National Shave for a Cure 2019 fundraising event to
heart as they stood in solidarity alongside all New Zealanders with blood cancer or blood
conditions.
It is a cause that hits close to home for many kiwis. The fundraiser offers people the chance to show their support
through shaving off their hair and spreading the word, and it is an inspiring way to help fund research and provide
vital care and resources for the 2,500 people affected in New Zealand.
Chatsford residents who shaved for a cure and their supporters, raised the most money out of every other
organisation in NZ that took part! $4,750.00!!
Residents on stage offering their beautiful hair for the cause were:
Liz Thomas, with hairdresser Chris Hillary
Waiting in line were (from left)
Jan McEwan • Ann Beaumont • Paul Armfelt • Sandra White • Marie Churchill
Keith Spence • John McGrory • Genevieve Grant

If you would like to donate, or be a part of next years' fundraising, visit www.shaveforacure.co.nz
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Creativity Aboun

Chatsford has many creative residents, wit
Below is a showcase of some of these am
"Believe me, my young friend, there is
nothing - absolutely nothing - half so
much worth doing as simply messing
about in boats" Wind in the Willows.
Right and below: The meticulous patience and
care - model boat builder and craftsman,
Bruce Roberts, puts into his work produces
wonderful results.

Right: Bruce Robert's creativity expands into
handcrafted jewellery.

Above: Graham Trail and some of the carefully
constructed planter boxes he creates in the
“Makers Workshop”.

Above: Pam Milnes admiring Bruce Roberts'
creative jewellery.
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nds At Chatsford

th a diverse array of hobbies and interests.
mazing artisans at the Makers Workshop.

Below: The upper level is masterfully
constructed.

Below: Her attention to detail takes the viewer
by surprise.

Left: Jan McEwan infuses love into her
miniature craft work.

Right: Quiz Master Paul Armfelt's smile reminds
us all anything is possible with an open heart and
an open mind.
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Friends for

life

Evan McConkey and his beautiful blind cat, Ben, are a match made in heaven.
The love they share is palpable. Evan calls Ben a Karma cat. Through all his trials as a little kitten besieged by
Microphthalmia and the subsequent loss of both eyes, Ben has mastered the art of ‘not fussing’. He even managed to
woo Evan’s heart after he had resolutely declared his cat owning days were over. They have settled into their new home
at Chatsford and have many wonderful stories to share.
Evan came to New Zealand for a six week holiday in 1995. “Where I was living in South Africa had become incredibly
dangerous and it was no longer livable. I had to make a choice to continue to live in South Africa and buy a gun, or
immigrate. I was in my early 40s and getting to the end of my immigration potential. My idea was to take a good look
around New Zealand and possibly apply for a teaching position while I was here,” he says.
I travelled from Auckland down the east coast of the South Island to Stewart Island and fell in love with two places, Te
Anau and Dunedin. What I loved about Dunedin were the people, the buildings and its compact size. The West Coast’s
wild weather and landscape also made a lasting impression on me.
When I reached Rotorua three days before my flight
home, I turned my attention to exploring the possibility
of employment. I heard there was a position as Head
of the English Department at a school in Waihi, but the
headmaster felt I really needed experience teaching
within the New Zealand education system.
His deputy principal advised me he knew of a potential
job at Auckland Boys’ Grammar and arranged for me to
have an interview with their Head of Department. As it
turned out the HOD had forgotten he was scheduled to
referee sport and arranged for me to talk to the principal
in his stead. It was the year following the contentious
Rugby World Cup and the inevitable rugby conversation
ensued. They discovered I used similar computer
programmes and we established my real interest and
availability. My immigration papers were already in
process and I was confident I would be successful.
A month later I faxed the principal and thanked him
for the interview. Within hours, he came back with a
job offer. Two months later I was on my way. I worked
at Auckland Boys’ Grammar for eight and a half years,
then for five years at a Rudolf Steiner School and spent
the last nine years of my teaching career at Auckland
International College, a Japanese-owned school for
students from years 11 − 13. It turned out to be the
most amazing blessing. They were mostly Asian pupils;
such lovely gentle young people. Every single student
was intensely motivated to learn with no disciplinary
problems. It was a wonderfully rewarding way to end 43
years of teaching.
When I retired, my original idea was to buy a house in Dunedin, but after going to one open home after another, I
rethought my priorities and began to think outside the box. People I knew who had chosen to move into a retirement
village had said to me, ‘I wish I had done this earlier’, so I decided to take them at their word. It was an added boon
when I discovered Chatsford accepted new residents under 70, and as soon as I drove through the gates and saw the
wonderful landscaping and beautiful gardens, I fell in love. Most of my friends, who were very sceptical, have been
blown away by how perfect my townhouse is.
This is the beginning of another phase of my life and I’m still finding my rhythm. I volunteer at the Citizen’s Advice
Bureau and I drive people to their oncology appointments for the Cancer Society. I have joined the Chatsford Chorus,
love ‘happy hour’ and offer films from my collection for the Tuesday film afternoons.
“I knew I’d enjoy retiring down here but I honestly didn’t think it would be this good.” As for Ben, well, he spreads
his good Karma wherever he goes.
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Cook’s

corner

After 52 years living at Wakari with her husband Joe, Marie
Groenendal came to Chatsford eight months ago.
It was a big adjustment to make after Joe's passing in May 2018, followed
by the task of downsizing and finding a home that felt right. She did her
research and was attracted to Chatsford’s landscaped grounds and access to
the countryside close by. One thing that has delighted her since her move,
is the multi-coloured tulips that have flowered in her new garden. It’s the first
time since she left Holland in 1965 that she has been able to grow them.
Buddie, her orange canary, sings cheerfully as she talks. At this time of year, he is
especially active preening himself in front of his mirror and singing his wee heart out.
He’s such a cheerful chap even the neighbours come and visit him.
Marie has eight grandchildren who keep her on her toes. They are very fortunate to have a grandmother who
cooks such delicious treats. Her Peanut Ball recipe is an old one she saved from one of her girlfriends in Holland.
They keep well in the fridge, are very simple to make and only require messing up one pot to create.
Her delicious, Spicy Dutch Apple Cake is attractive and moist and keeps for a week in the fridge. She finds it’s a
great addition to any pot luck meal and is tasty with custard or whipped cream.

✁

Cut out and keep

DUTCH APPLE CAKE
Ingredients:
1 cup self raising flour
1/4 t salt
50 g butter
3 T sugar
1/4 cup sultanas
1 egg
4 T milk
Topping:
2 cooking apples
2 T sugar
1/4 t nutmeg
1/4 t cinnamon

PEANUT BALLS
Ingredients:
4 oz butter
8 oz peanut butter
12 oz icing sugar
2 packets malt biscuits
Light and dark melting chocolate
1.
2.
3.
4.

Melt butter
Stir in the peanut butter and icing sugar
Shape into small balls and chill
Dip into melted chocolate and put onto
greaseproof paper till solid.

1. Grease a pie dish or an 18 cm square cake
tin
2. Rub or cut the butter into the sifted flour
and salt. Mix in the sugar and sultanas
3. Beat the egg and the milk together, and
add to mixture
4. Spread evenly in the dish or tin
5. Peel, core and slice the apples thinly, and
arrange them in rows on the cake mixture,
pressing them in slightly
6. Sprinkle the sugar mixture over them
7. Bake for 40-45 minutes at 190˚C until well
risen and firm to the touch
Serve hot with custard or cool and serve as a
cake.
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Beauty is in the

eye of the beholder

Chrissy Anderson is a canny woman. She can spot a treasure
that no-one else would see and bring it into a form that will
give pleasure for years to come.
Her Kiss of Life jewellery much like its creator has a life force of its
own. Her venture started when she had envisaged a design for a
broach and approached a local jeweller to ask if he could create
it for her. His response was,” If you can design it like that, you
should make it yourself.”
Never one to shy away from a challenge, she went ahead and
did just that. She attended jewellery making night classes at
Polytechnic for a couple of years and then joined a very social
and creative group tutored by Tony Williams. She received a
solid grounding in jewellery techniques from another local tutor,
Richard van Dijk who inspired her with his creative solutions and
technical knowledge.
Chrissy breathes new life into what others would dismiss as junk and
takes it up a level or two or three. Her magpie eye and technical knowhow enable her to envisage creations out of repurposed bronze, metal,
French curtain rings, op shop and flea market wonders; virtually anything
that takes her fancy.
Chrissy's jewellery is in her own words, chunky and bold and ‘out there’. “It’s definitely not to everyone’s taste.” she
says. On a visit to Washington DC she found African women approached her on the street and she literally sold what
she was wearing off her body. When she went to visit a friend’s shop to show her work, browsing customers recognized
its uniqueness and bought it all.
She has revelled in the space and freedom and plethora of tools on hand in the Chatsford Maker’s workshops.” I was so
happy when I walked into this incredible space buzzing with energy and positive people. It’s like heaven. I could even
set up my own jewellery bench. I almost had to pinch myself. I like the ethos. I’m a strong believer in not just taking
from life and we have the opportunity here
to give back to our community in a tangible
way. It’s a wonderful surprise to find I am
working alongside such competent people
with so many good ideas. “
Chrissy is brimming with inspiration for
inclusive fun events. This year she instigated
an early morning Hot Polar Pool Plunge on
the shortest day followed by mulled wine
and a hearty breakfast. The event struck a
chord with many residents who dressed up
for the event and either took the plunge
or cheered the participants on from the
sidelines. Anyone who knows her can see
it’s just a matter of time before she’ll come
up with some more novel ways to enjoy life
and help each other at the same time. Watch
this space!
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